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Message from the Co-Headteachers

Dear parents, careers and members of the community,
As we approach the festive season, it’s great to be able to share
some more good news with you.
We have just received the national comparisons of results for all
schools at GCSE level and I am delighted to be able to tell you that
Kingsbury High is once again very highly rated when it comes to the
progress students make between the ages of 11 and 16 – at the 15th
“percentile” to be exact. That means one seventh of the schools in
the country are above us and six sevenths below.
Of course, we’d love to be higher still and we will be aiming to further
improve our results this year.
We are writing this just after our final “Excel Day” of the term: it is
through days like these that we provide many of the opportunities
which enrich our students’ learning. Such experiences depend on the
commitment and good will of our staff; Excel Days require additional
preparation and a high level of intensity on the day: I’m sure you will
join with me in thanking my colleagues for all that they do to broaden
our children’s horizons.
We’d like to take this opportunity to seek your support with one area
which is causing us some concern as a school: the behaviour of a
small proportion of our students in the local community. We take
our responsibility for this very seriously and regularly reinforce our
expectations with students but we are being let down at the moment
by a number of boys, mainly from Year 10. We’d really appreciate
you reinforcing messages about good behaviour in the community
with your children and please do let us know if you see behaviour
that we should be aware of: we do follow such reports up.
We finish this term at 12.30 on Friday 16th December. That will be a
non-uniform day for Years 7-9 only. Year 10 should come in uniform
and for Year 11 it’s an optional day at the end of their mocks.

A great night for Kingsbury at the English
Speaking Union Mace Debating Competition

On Monday 28 November Kingsbury had the pleasure of
hosting the first round of the English Speaking Union Mace
Debating Competition where Kingsbury High School’s
debating team, Sara Dehvari and Haider Nazerali, took
part. They competed against students from Haberdashers’
Aske’s Boys’ School, North London Collegiate School, Queen
Elizabeth’s School, Immanuel College and Finchley Catholic
High School.
The 3 debates were judged by an experienced adjucator
from the English Speaking Union and each participant had a
7 minute speech. It was a fascinating event showcasing the
passion for the different topics and the art of debating from
the students. Sara and Haider were supported by members
of staff and younger students throughout the preparations as
well as during the event. They opposed the motion ‘This House
supports Physician-assisted Euthanasia’.
Haider said ‘I have had a lot of experience in debating
challenges, however this is the first time I am debating with
Sara. We are a great team and we thoroughly enjoyed the
preparations for the event. It is an honour to represent the
school and we feel the pressure now.’
Sara added ‘We were overwhelmed by the support we have
had from the school and the lovely community feel it has.
Preparing for the event was exciting and it is great to see the
younger students showing such an enthusiasm for debating!’
We are extremely proud to announce that KHS made it
through to the second round, as well as Haberdashers’ Aske’s
Boys’ School and North London Collegiate School. It was a
great night for Kingsbury debating and public speaking. All
teams performed with distinction, fighting hard for their places
and the quality of debating was first class.

Next term starts for students at 10.00 on Wednesday 4th January.
Students should go to their form rooms first.
We hope you and your children have a great Christmas holiday and
we look forward to seeing you at one of the parents’ evenings we
hold over the coming months.
Rachel Kitley and Jeremy Waxman
Co-headteachers

Kingsbury High School, Princes Avenue, Kingsbury, London NW9 9JR +44 020 8206 3000
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“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.”

Bank of England’s Target 2.0 Competition

A lot of work has been invested into creating
a new exciting space for the Lower School at
Kingsbury High School. The new library is an open
space room, this new layout allows the school to
host events in the library with ease. New colourful
seating has been added for students to sit in
groups or on their own to take advantage of the
new facilities offered to them. Some of our Year
7 students help us celebrate the opening of the
library.

On Friday 25 November, four Year 13 students
took part in the Bank of England’s Target 2.0
competition in which they are invited make a
presentation to Bank officials on monetary policy
and the level of interest rates. They represented the
school very well and finished as runners up in one
of the London heats to Wimbledon college. Well
done and congratulations for this great success!

“You can find magic wherever you look, sit back
and relax, all you need is a book.” - Dr. Seuss

KHS win Gold at Young Enterprise

It also features a new PC suite for the students
to use during their breaks, lunch time and after
school.
We encourage all students to come and visit this
wonderful new space and enjoy the importance
of reading, take advantage of the books offered
to them and discover new things about the world
and themselves.
“If you only read the books that everyone else is
reading, you can only think what everyone else is
thinking.” - Haruki Murakami

Kingsbury High School’s Young Enterprisers had an
extremely successful evening at the North London
Collegiate School, pitting against other Harrow and
Brent schools. The night concluded with our Young
Enterprisers achieving the highest possible award of
GOLD! at the interim showcase. We are delighted
that our Sixth Form students were recognised for
their preparation, eagerness and passion for their
product; IMemeIt which will be coming out early
next year. http://www.imeme.it/
On Saturday 10 December the Young Enterprise
team was at the LDO Trade Fair selling their thermal
flasks and other Christmas gifts. This helped them
fundraise over £100, get some pre-orders on
IMemeIt as well as meet a few X Factor contestants
at the final nearby.
Thank you to Bruce Viveash for the photography.
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Experience is the teacher of all things. ‘ Julius
Caesar

The Donmar Theatre came to KHS as part of their
Shakespeare Trilogy workshops. During the workshop,
the Year 9 students worked directly with Jordana
Golbourn from Donmar Theatre who gave them an
insight into theatre productions and ran a number
of workshops during which the students performed
scenes from various Shakespeare Trilogy, discussed
performance techniques as well as methods used by
professional actors to deliver plays.
Part of the experience was a trip to the new Donmar
Theatre in Kings Cross on Monday 5 December to
watch Julius Caesar. The new theatre has been opened
to allow a wider audience to have the opportunity
to see plays at a reduced price, making it more
affordable and attractive for a younger audience. More
information about their Young+ Free scheme can be
found on:
http://www.donmarwarehouse.com/about/young-andfree#W1yMCHwzx3XOL49S.99
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Senior Citizen’s Christmas Party 2016

On Tuesday the 6 December Kingsbury High School’s
‘red shirts’ hosted their yearly Senior Citizen’s Christmas
party, with the support of Valerie Pope, school governor
and active member of the community as well as some
ex members of staff.
Valerie said: ‘Our visitors came from Roe Green Village,
Veterans Club and Magnolia Court, Ashton Lodge,
Abbey Field, Preston Lodge, Local Church Groups,
Stubbs Close and Harrod Court. I want to thank
everyone for the effort they have put in and the room
looks truly festive! ‘
The students’ entertainment included various singing
and dancing performances, sing along Christmas
carols, pass the parcel, a quiz, a performance of a song
composed in 1965 by one of the visitor’s father, some
festive food, crackers, jokes and joyful moments.
One visitor said: ‘my favourite part of Christmas is being
with the family and seeing the grandchildren’s face
when they open a present’ another one added: ‘This
is my fourth year coming here and it has become part
of my Christmas celebrations. Everyone is always very
welcoming and polite.’

Liberate the elves

Year 12 students Sara Dehvari and Haider Nazerali,
hosted one final debate before Christmas, a debate
that is slightly different to the usual ones that take place
at KHS. For the first time the students ran the debate
where the proposition and opposition were represented
by members of staff. The idea is the inspire students
and encourage the engagement of the staff / student
relationship.
Sara said ‘We want to show the true community feel of
Kingsbury High School, although we are here to learn,
we are also here to be inspired and have a bit of fun
along the way. This is the first time we are running this
date and hope to make it an annual thing’
The debate with the motion: ‘This house as the US would
invade Lapland, depose Santa and liberate the elves’
and it delivered all of the above and more. A lively
event engaging students and staff with very strong
arguments from both sides, however the very close
public vote made the proposition the winner.

Kingsbury High School facilities are available for hire +44 020 8206 3020 lettings@kingsburyhigh.org.uk
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Model United Nations
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Year 8 First Give

During our excel days at Kingsbury High School, students
get given the opportunity to experience different workshops
as part of our extended learning programme. This time the
Year 10 students were able to take part in debating groups
as an introduction of Model United Nations (MUN). The day
was divided into debating sessions and MUN, where firstly the
students were able to develop debating skills and then put
these into practise in the MUN committee rooms. The aim is
to demonstrate a range of important transferable skills such
as precise writing, negotiation, networking, public speaking,
problem-solving and research.
Students gathered in the School Hall to receive feedback
and awards for their efforts after debating various motions in
different classrooms.
It was a great opportunity for the student delegates to
celebrate the diversity of all the countries taking part,
representing different viewpoints, opinions and believes in a
challenging competitive environment.

This is the first year we have worked on the First Give
Project and the Year 8 students were introduced to
the programme during the schools’ extended learning
programme where the students had the opportunity
to research and develop presentation techniques for
their chosen charities. On Monday 12 December KHS
hosted the First Give Final where 12 groups pitched their
charities to a panel of judges.
Congratulations to all the teams, each team delivered a
fantastic presentation and it was a very difficult decision
for the judges to pick the three winners. Third place
went to WWF, second place to Age UK (Anastasia’s
team) and the £1000 first prize went to Age UK (Anika’s
team). They said ‘We learned a lot during the process,
especially vital skills for presenting and making official
phone calls and the money will make a big difference
to some people out there this Christmas’.

Alumni - Sahar Abas

Alumni - Annette Gyimah-Yeboah

A*A*A*A*A*A A

A* A* A B

Law, University of Oxford

Medicine, King’s College, London

“During my 7 years at the school, the encouragement
and immense support from my teachers gave me
the confidence and belief that if I continued working
hard my dream to study at Oxford could materialise.
One-to-one support from reading numerous personal
statement drafts, helping me with an essay writing
competition, helping me to develop my debating skills
and always offering invaluable advice and positive
words of support - is what is largely due to my success.
Having the privilege to be taught by incredible teachers
who genuinely enjoyed their subjects helped me share
their passion for learning. So many teachers genuinely
cared about me doing well and often went above and
beyond to help me.”

“After my first day at Watford Grammar, I knew it wasn’t
the place for me. I was initially attracted to it for its
reputation and percentage of students doing well at
A-level. And sure enough, I wasn’t disappointed by the
school and its outer appearance. Regardless, numbers
can only take you so far. Not being acculturated into
their school system left me uncomfortable and feeling
out of place. I soon realised that I was going to do well
wherever I went, and there was no better place than
the school which put so much time and effort into who I
am today - Kingsbury.”

Sahar achieved 7 A levels at A*/A in 2014.
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Annette left in 2016.
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