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Message from the Co-Headteachers

Dear parents, carers and members of our
community,
As we reach the end of the academic year it is the
time when we say farewell to departing teachers.
We’d like to pay tribute in particular to Helen Finan
who has worked at Kingsbury High for 18 years,
most recently as Head of Science, to Matthew
Dominé, who has led Music in the school for the
past five years and to Ben Godsal, Head of English,
who leaves after four years. We also say farewell
to Camille Shah, our Website and Publicity Officer,
who moves on after eleven years with us to take
up a well deserved promotion as school marketing
director at St Benedict’s School. Camille has
been responsible for developing these excellent
newsletters as well as our highly regarded website.
This is also the time of year when we have wallto-wall events at school. We’ve recently had the
year 6 into 7 parents evening; the Music, Dance
and Drama evening; three Excel Days; the Year 11
Prom; the annual Art exhibition; and the interviews
for Head Boy and Head Girl (well done Dhruv Bhatt
and Mahima Vekaria); even as we write we have
just completed our Year 9 into Year 10 induction
day (conveniently timed while the Year 10s are all
out at Thorpe Park); the primary schools sporting
challenge led by our “red shirts”; and the Year 7
and 9 evenings of achievement. We are now duly
preparing for the Year 8 graduation. And we’re
bound to have left something out! All of that is
testimony to the huge range of opportunities at
Kingsbury High and to the many ways in which we
seek to involve parents and students in the life of
the school beyond the classroom.
Finally, we hope that all of you celebrating Eid-ulFitr had a great time, following on as it did from the
Ramadan with the longest days. We must say that
our students acquitted themselves very well during
this period and there was an excellent atmosphere
around the school. All the very best for the summer
holiday.
Rachel Kitley and Jeremy Waxman
Co-Headteachers

Send My Friend to School 2016

Friday 8th July 2016 marked the 10th anniversary of
Kingsbury High School’s annual campaign with the
charity Send My Friend to School.
Each year holds a different theme where Year
7 students come together to highlight the very
serious problem of a lack of education for many
children around the world.
This year’s theme focuses on the fact that more
children than ever are having to flee their homes
and schools due to emergencies. 37 million
children, in crises affected countries, are missing
out on an education.
On Friday, students made paper rucksacks to
signify children fleeing their homes and schools
with very few possessions. They wrote messages on
the rucksacks asking World Leaders to ensure that
these children are not forgotten and are a priority
for International Aid. These creations will be sent to
Number 10 Downing Street in the hope that world
leaders will take notice and take action. To further
highlight the issue, students ended the day by
forming the shape of a school on the playground.
Head of the Student Development Faculty, Sarah
Purtill, said “Over the last 10 years our Year 7’s have
been raising awareness of the millions of children
who do not have the opportunity of an education.
Throughout these years we have met with Brent
MP Barry Gardener; met with three International
Development Minsters; taken part in Campaign
films; attended meetings inside committee rooms
at the Houses of Parliament and this year we took
our campaigning inside Number 10 Downing
Street. As a result of the years of campaigning,
our students have become passionate global
campaigners.”
Student, Richardo Rus, formed part of the Year 7
pressure group and said “It is important to take part
in this campaign as there are millions of children
who should have the same opportunities as us.”

Kingsbury High School, Princes Avenue, Kingsbury, London NW9 9JR  +44 020 8206 3000  school@kingsburyhigh.org.uk

KINGSBURY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER										

ISSUE 16

NEOS: ‘The Best Company in West London’

What you Will

On Thursday 26th May 2016 the Young Enterprise
Company Programme held their West London
Company of the Year Awards at the University of
West London. The Company Programme is aimed
at students aged 15-19 to enable them to set up
and run their own company over the course of one
academic year, during which they raise capital,
market and finance a product of their own choice.
Kingsbury High School’s Young Enterprise team,
NEOS, attended the event with their innovative
educational board game, ‘Roundabout’, that
focuses on the Key Stage 2 curriculum and is
designed to educate whilst having fun with family
in friendly competition environment.
The judges for the event were the Deputy ViceChancellor of the University of West London,
Professor Vicky Vass; Ex Apprentice Candidate,
Sanjay Sood-Smith; and University lecturers, Liana
Hayrapetyan and Dr Massimilliano Pellegrini.
Judges awarded the winner based on three
elements, report and interview with judges, trade
stand displays and team presentations.
NEOS were awarded with the ‘Best Company in
West London’ beating some tough teams from
North and West London. They were also awarded
with the prize for ‘Best Presentation’ and were
commended on their attractive trade stand,
innovation, well written company report, passion
and future visions shown in the competition for their
educational board game.
Zaenab Iqbal, Assistant Managing Director of
NEOS said “The West London Finals made us all
realise that NEOS is an established company with
an amazing space in the market and incredible
potential. Young Enterprise has been an absolutely
crazy journey for all of us: from the initial idea of
face scrubs, then popcorn and crisps and finally
to Roundabout – the one that made it to London
Finals!”
Associate Head of Faculty for Technology & Art,
Manisha Sanghani, said “It was a proud moment
for Ms Gorsia and myself to hear NEOS being
called out as winners, the team have come
together and showed their resilience and tenacity
throughout this competition to get their game
ready for the market, and have showed teamwork
and passion at each event for which they have
been commended on”

The Globe Players visited Kingsbury High School
and wowed Year 7 students, on Wednesday 8th
June, with their play, What You Will.
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Kingsbury High’s school hall was transformed into
a theatre-in-the-round performance space where
scenes from Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth Night, The
Comedy of Errors, Macbeth and Richard III were
performed as an introduction to Shakespeare.
Year 7 students Adam Amzel (7C), Zianne
Dawson (7H) and George Hammond (7U) had a
conversation after the play where they said “We
really liked the play because they used Elizabethan
language, costumes and Elizabethan props so
it was really enjoyable. We have been studying
Shakespeare in our English lessons so it was great
to see the plays come to life. Our favourite parts
of What you Will were The Comedy of Errors and
Macbeth.
We would definitely recommend this play and if
you want to learn more about Shakespeare, you
should really watch it!”
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Kingsbury High School Mock EU Referendum
Year 9 – The number of votes cast was 264 votes.
The number of votes cast to remain in the EU was
204
The number of votes to leave the EU was 60
The number of spoilt votes was 1
We declare Year 9 voted to remain in the EU
Year 10 – The number of votes cast was 273 votes.

Students at Kingsbury High School had the
opportunity to think about how they would vote
this morning (Thursday 23rd June) in the ‘Kingsbury
High School Mock EU Referendum’. Polling stations
were set up in classrooms during form time where
students had a short discussion with their form tutor
and then placed their vote.
The results are as follows:
The Returning officer for the Kingsbury High School
EU Referendum can confirm the following votes
were cast in the EU Referendum. The number of
students who voted was 1,216

The number of votes cast to remain in the EU was
209
The number of votes to leave the EU was 61
The number of spoilt votes were 3
We declare Year 10 voted to remain in the EU.
Sixth Form – The number of votes cast 98.
The number of votes cast to remain in the EU was
66
The number of votes to leave the EU was 31
The number of spoilt votes was 2.

The number of votes cast to Remain in the EU was
833

The Sixth form voted to remain in the EU

The number of votes to Leave the EU was: 376

The votes have been verified on 23 June 2016

The number of spoilt votes was: 9
We hereby declare that Kingsbury High School has
voted to Remain in the EU.
Below is the breakdown of each of the Year
constituencies:
Year 7 – The number of votes cast was 296 votes.
The number of votes cast to remain in the EU was
169
The number of votes to leave the EU was 125
The number of spoilt votes was 2.
We declare Year 7 voted to remain in the EU
Year 8 – The number of votes cast was 285 votes.
The number of votes cast to remain in the EU was
185
The number of votes to leave the EU was 99
The number of spoilt votes was 1.
We declare Year 8 voted to remain in the EU.

Calling All Former Students!
Kingbury High School is working with the education
charity Future First to connect with our former
students and build an Alumni Network.
Whether you left 5 years ago or 50 years ago, we
want to know what you’ve done since leaving
our doors and bring you back as a relatable and
inspirational role model for our current students.
You can help support students in a variety of
ways, from sharing your story in an assembly,
to mentoring students or even offering work
experience.
If you are a former student, please sign up at
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/
kingsbury to get in touch and get involved.
Many of you will already be on our network, but
you can still help us by sharing the link with your old
school friends.
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Dominic Grieve MP Visits Kingsbury High

As Britain faces the political, constitutional and
economic consequences of a decision to leave
the European Union, Kingsbury High School
Sixth Form students were offered a fascinating
perspective on events during a talk and questionand-answer session with Dominic Grieve,
Conservative MP for Beaconsfield. Mr Grieve
was able to give an up-to-date commentary
on the state of the parties following BREXIT and
outline some of the problems that will have to
be navigated in the months ahead. He fielded
questions from students on a range of current
issues, including the wisdom of holding the
referendum, the ability of politicians to engage
and educate the electorate, the importance of
listening to younger voters and the implications
of BREXIT for students. Mr Grieve stayed after the
event to answer questions from individual students.
The MP was visiting the school as part of the
Speakers for Schools initiative. A barrister since 1980
and now a QC, and an MP since 1997, Mr Grieve
rose to prominence in the Conservative Party and
held the most senior legal post in government,
Attorney General for England and Wales and
Advocate General for Northern Ireland, from May
2010 to July 2014, under the Coalition Government.
He currently chairs the Intelligence and Security
Committee in Parliament and is a member of
the Standards and Privileges Committee, among
many other commitments both within and
outside Parliament. In the recent European Union
referendum campaign he argued to “remain”.
Speaking afterwards, Mr Grieve said that “it was a
great pleasure for me to come to Kingsbury High
School to speak to the Sixth Form. The discussion
was lively and timely in view of current events. It
was very interesting for me to hear the views of the
students.”
Students responded very favourably to Mr Grieve’s
visit. Masuda found it “fascinating” to hear him
talk about current events and was impressed that
he “was not afraid to answer any questions put
forward”. Minah found the visit “inspiring” and was
pleased to have an opportunity to ask questions
about some of the issues dominating the news
headlines. Zaenab said: “It was a very insightful talk
and a genuinely engaging conversation from a
politician’s honest perspective.”
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Slambassadors Anthology

On the evening of the 29th June, Kingsbury High
School students who have graduated from the
Slambassadors spoken word poetry program were
invited to a very special event to celebrate a very
special achievement.
In the October half term 2015 La Shay Green and
Zahra Shaikh were selected by Slambassadors
founder and internationally renowned poet Joelle
Taylor to participate in a week long writing retreat
in the countryside of Yorkshire where they were
able to refine, edit and rehearse pieces they had
produced in the school workshops. They did this
with one of the first ever Slambassadors winners
and multi-published, award winning poet Anthony
Anaxagorou.
As well as being a very successful poet Anthony
also runs poetry and music events as well as
founding his own independent publishing
company Outspoken Press. Anthony and Joelle
were so impressed by the standard of the work
produced by our students and others during this
retreat that he agreed to take the work and
publish it.
Last night at the Forge in Camden, Joelle and
Anthony hosted a launch night for the anthology A
Heartful of Fist that saw performances from some of
those included in the anthology alongside some of
the best poets currently working in the UK.
Art teacher, Chris Beschi, said “It was proud and
humbling to see these young poets hold their own
alongside vastly more experienced performers.
“Slambassadors has been offering a platform for
young people to find and grow their voices for
the last 15 years. I am proud to have led some of
our students to this and look forward to continuing
a long relationship with the Poetry Society,
Slambassadors, Outspoken Press and the poets
they produce.”
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Road to Rio Festival

The English National Opera

Year 5 primary school students participated in a
Road to Rio festival at Kingsbury High School on
Tuesday 7th June.

The English National Opera (ENO) continued
their relationship with Kingsbury High School by
delivering a workshop about their upcoming
production of ‘Jenufa’.

Students from Fryent, Kingsbury Green and Oliver
Goldsmith primary schools had the chance to
try Tennis, Golf and Seated Volleyball - sports
which will all feature in this year’s Olympic and
Paralympic games.
The festival was led fantastically by Kingsbury High
School’s Year 9 & 10 Sports Leaders who rotated
participants through each activity explaining
the rules as they went to ensure the event was a
success.
The Olympic games begin on Friday 5th August and
finish on Sunday 21st August. The Paralympic games
run from Wednesday 7th September to Sunday 18th
September.

web

www.kingsburyhigh.org.uk

blog

The workshop came after a hugly successful opera
takeover day by the ENO at Kingsbury High School
back in November.
In this workshop, students were taken out of
their comfort zone with various performance
techniques, exercises and role play. They learnt the
story of ‘Jenufa’ and the themes of love, betrayal
and jealousy depicted in the opera.
The ENO are running a week long project during
the summer holidays where students can be
involved in putting on an Opera and many
students have shown an interest in taking part
which is fantastic.
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Year 9 Students Visit Cologne
During the School’s extended learning days or
Excel Days, Mrs Mepham, Ms Read and Mr Wilson
accompanied 28 year 9 students to Cologne,
Germany.
Whilst there, the students visited Cologne
Cathedral and climbed its 533 steps to the tower
for breath-taking views of the city.
Students also visited the Lindt Chocolate
Museum and enjoyed a restful boat trip on the
Rhine river before travelling by cable car to the
Ehrenbreitstein Fortress for some gentle sport/
relaxation.
Short study sessions encouraged students to reflect
on the German language and/or culture.
The lucky students ended their trip with a visit to
Phantasialand theme park followed by bowling in
the evening.
Amir Mahmutaj said “I enjoyed this great
experience. I learned new things about Germany’s
culture and the environment.”
Dilkush Punja said “Thank you for this lovely trip to
Germany. I have learned a lot and really enjoyed
it. I loved Cologne.”

Brent Makes Music

Art Exhibition 2016

On the evening of Wednesday 6th July a number
of current and former students from Kingsbury High
School joined students from across Brent to take
part in ‘Brent Makes Music’ at Wembley Arena.
The concert included musicians from the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra and a choir of over 1000
students. Kingsbury High School students formed
part of a 50 piece guitar ensemble and also
featured in the Brent Rock School Band. This was
a fantastic experience for the students and is the
product of an on-going relationship with the Brent
Music Service.
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Inclusive Futures

Memorial Bench for, Much-Loved, Mr Humble

On Wednesday 15th June 2016, Kingsbury
High School’s Year 9 & 10 students took part
in a Sainsbury’s Inclusive Community Training
Programme. The event was organised by former
student, Denzel Manyande, Volunteer Coordinator
for Inclusive Futures which is part of the Youth
Sports Trust; and was led by Sports Coach UK Tutor,
George Timotheou.

On Monday 20th June 2016 students held an
intimate ribbon cutting ceremony, in the school’s
‘quiet’ garden, to unveil a memorial bench in
memory of their much-loved teacher, Mr Humble.

Students were taught to lead a number of inclusive
sports through the Play Unified movement, aimed
at ending the injustice, intolerance and inactivity
of young people with intellectual disabilities, by
building a unified generation through sport.
Students took turns to form human nets in order to
play volleyball and seated volleyball.
George said “Once again I was invited back to
Kingsbury High School to deliver a session. I always
enjoy visiting Brent & Harrow as it’s where I grew
up. The staff and students welcome you with a
smile and support the delivery so I feel part of the
Physical Education team.

The students, who had Mr Humble as their form
tutor, raised money for the bench through bake
sales and donations.
During the ceremony, student, Atrin Golesorkhi,
gave a heart-felt speech in which he said “I had
the pleasure of having Mr Humble as a form tutor.
He was a very encouraging person and always
wanted the best for our form group. We were all
devastated when we received the news of Mr
Humble’s passing.”
Atrin went on to say “It was lovely to see his family
there so that we could give our condolences in
person. We hope we made them proud.”

“The school has an excellent leadership
programme and always fill their courses. The
students engage in all activities, one of the
students even sang at my request (that’s never
happened before).
“The partnership work between Kingsbury High,
Denzel and Sports Coach UK is an example for all
other organisations to follow.”
The participating students will be using the skills
acquired from the workshop to lead an inclusive
sports day for students from special need schools in
the local area.
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Year 6 & 7 Transition Club

Soak the Teacher

On Wednesday 25th May, Year 6 students from
Kingsbury High’s local primary schools, alongside
Year 7 students from Kingsbury High School,
received leadership training in music, dance and
sporting activities.

On a grey skied, 12 degree, day staff at Kingsbury
High School braved the weather to take part in
a ‘Soak the Teacher’ event to raise money for
Cancer Research UK (CRUK).

As a result of this training the students successfully
led and delivered these activities at after school
clubs for Year 5 students from local primary schools.

The event was part of a yearlong campaign by
Year 8 students to raise money, donations and
awareness of the charity, CRUK.
The high-spirited ‘Soak the Teacher’ event raised
£194.00 bringing the total amount raised so far to
£2026.90
We look forward to seeing what Year 8’s have in
store next.

Alumni Feature - Tina Housego
“I went to Kingsbury High
School and now I am
about to retire!!”
“Not what you expect to
see here and why would
any of you be interested
in someone who is
fast approaching 60?
I expect many of your
own grandparents are
a similar age. However,
since leaving Kingsbury
High School in 1975 I
have experienced a
varied working life.
“I left Kingsbury High with
2 ‘A’ levels and 8 ‘O’
levels and with very little
careers advice I went to Teacher Training College
to do a B.Ed. After about 18 months I dropped
out of college and went to work at British Airways
as a Clerk. A couple of years later I got a job as
a Laboratory Technician at a Technical College.
Then in 1984 I joined the Metropolitan Police. After
13 years service I left and got a job in a Hearing
Health Care service shortly followed by becoming
a Road Safety Professional, working for 17 years in
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Alumni Feature Continued - Tina Housego
both private and public sector.
“A life of changes, yes, but every role I have had
has added to life’s experience. It is true that I
witnessed many awful things in the Police that
most people would not get to know exists but even
those times have help me become the person I
am. You may not get to experience such varied
employment as I have done but whatever you do
take from it the fact that life is what you make it.
“Try and enjoy every event in your life as much
as possible. Do not regret anything you do. If you
do something you’d rather not have done or
experienced make sure you are in control in the
future so it does not happen again. Try not to dwell
on the negatives in life.
“My view on life is that people become unhappy
with their lot because they want ‘things’ they
cannot have rather than being contented with
what they do have. This does not mean you should
not have goals and try to achieve the best you
can. Just do not let it rule your life. Take enjoyment
and contentment from what you have, not what
someone else may have.
“Go out and enjoy your futures and most of all
have fun.”
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