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Cambridge Union Debating Workshop

Kingsbury High School hosted a debating workshop run by the Cambridge Union for Year 7 and Year 8
students. Cambridge Union is the oldest debating and speaking society in the world and is renowned for its
student debating competitions and public speaking workshops.
An important element of the workshop was to introduce students to the British Parliamentary format for
debating. Sara Dehvari, a former Head Girl at Kingsbury High School, and Abhiram Bibekar who study History and Physics respectively at Cambridge University highlighted the merits of debating and how it helped
them develop into critical thinkers. There were light-hearted debates on whether Jaffa cakes were cakes or
biscuits and more serious topics like if the consumption of meat should be limited. The event culminated in
a lively formal debate on whether social media should be banned - Yusuf Yusuf from Year 7 as the Prime
Minister proposed the motion to ban social media stating it would lead to a fall in cyberbullying and was
opposed by Dhruvshaal Gopal from Year 8 acting as the Leader of the Opposition who argued it would limit
our means of communication.
The following students attended the workshop we look forward to see them develop into Kingsbury High
School debaters: Laureta Krasniqi, Dhruvshaal Gopal, Paba Malawwethanthri, Sahanaa Krishnakumar,
Bilqees Mahamed, Kelisa Anderson, Parth Varsani, Narges Amini, Safa Sajjad, Jiya Chandnani, Nakisha
Bhanderi, Rhea Hirani, Bilal Ahmad, Amanda Fernando, Damaris Palagheanu, Bridie Wells, Jathushan
Vivekananthan, Daniel Teleaga, Emira Sirer, Sebastian Sorescu, Sahar Khan, Gracie Gribbin, Jaafar Jaafar,
Larsa Jabar, Mustafa Al Hayawi, Hassan Khan, Yusuf Yusuf, Agri Somasundaram, Garry Muslimov, Prasamsa Kandel, Yasmin Ibrahim, James Gribbin and Ines Ben Nasr.
Website: www.kingsburyhigh.org.uk
Email: school@kingsburyhigh.org.uk
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Headteacher’s Welcome
We have headlined this newsletter with information about
school debating. I have really enjoyed listening to some of the
discussions and arguments made in this forum. Any student
seeking to develop their skills in being better speakers should
seek these debates out and get involved themselves. You will
also read later about the school’s commitment to the UNICEF
Rights Respecting Schools agenda. This is really worthwhile
activity and is helping the school think about how we are
meeting the needs of students and how we should behave
towards one another.
The deadline for applications for Year 7 September 2020
close on 31st October, please encourage all those with children in the final year of primary to meet this deadline.
Each year, just before applications close for primary secondary transfer, the Department for Education publishes the GCSE results for each school. I was able to let you know in the last newsletter that
Kingsbury High School was (again) ‘Above Average’ for progress and this was confirmed by the DfE.
Some universities let us know when school alumni have graduated. This week we were very pleased
to hear from Brunel University that Yash Tailor from Kingsbury High School who finished Sixth Form
in 2015 graduated with a first class honours in Mathematics.
I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter showcasing some of the great things happening at Kingsbury High School, if you have any feedback on any items or the school more generally, I would be
pleased to hear from you.
Alex Thomas
Headteacher

World Mental Health Day

We have been supporting World Mental Health Day by delivering dedicated assemblies, asking the
students to focus on the Ask Twice campaign which means they support their friends by asking them
twice how they are.
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German Careers Fair

15 Kingsbury High School students of German from Years 11 and 12, accompanied by Mr Vadgama and Miss Kelm-Pillemer, the German Language Assistant, took the Tube to Hyde Park Corner
to attend the Careers Fair organised by the German Embassy.
It was an opportunity for our students to get to know the representatives of German businesses,
such as Hugo Boss, Commerzbank, Bayerische Landesbank, BASF, Bosch and Lidl, and find out
how German could help them get a job at one of those companies and the students seized the
opportunity enthusiastically, asking the business representatives pertinent questions and gathering
useful information from them (including some really eco-friendly, German-designed pencils which
can be “planted” after they are no longer of any use and they will then flower!!).
They also had the opportunity to design a German CV and take part in a quiz about Germany. An
enjoyable and very informative morning was had by all!
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Girls Active Workshop
Kingsbury High School have been working on the Girls Active Programme for a number of years.
We were lucky to have the Youth Sport Trust join us this term to train more leaders from our partner
schools to ensure girls across Brent are getting the opportunity to influence and encourage a more
active lifestyle for their peers. This is through funded programmes accessed by Kingsbury School
Sports Partnership.
In total we trained 42 leaders from primary and secondary school and 10 teachers to support the GA
programme at their schools.
The leaders were lucky to be trained by the British tennis player Jade Windley who inspired the girls
throughout the session.
Schools have been encouraged to work collaboratively on this programme run by YST and SSP, to
aid transition for pupils from primary to secondary school.

Grand Opening of new RE Office

We like to have fun at Kingsbury High School and this month we enjoyed celebrating the grand opening of the new RE office at our Upper School. Our Head of the Upper School, Miss Regan, joined the
celebrations to cut the ribbon which marked the official opening of the office.

Page 4
Website: www.kingsburyhigh.org.uk
Email: school@kingsburyhigh.org.uk

kingsburyhighschool
@kingsburyhigh

NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 37 - October 2019

SCHOOL SPORT PARTNERSHIP
NEWS
Competition to support Transition Pilot
As part of this pilot, all Year 7 students were asked to complete a
survey at the end of September. These are the findings from the
survey.

To help some of the students settle in better by making new friends
and creating stronger bonds, we took a group of students to Phoenix Outdoor Centre where they took part in a number of competitive
games on the water including Kayaking Water Polo. They all had a
great time, here is some of their feedback:
“We all learnt something new today”
“Even though I fell in the water 3 times, I really liked it, everyone
helped me get back in.”
“The best bit for me was the zombie game, the instructors were
really good”

Leadership, Coaching and Volunteering
Lead School
We hosted the first of our delivery days at Phoenix Outdoor
Centre. 9 Year 10s from Kingsbury High School worked on
character building then worked as a group to complete a
number of team building challenges whilst learning leadership skills.
Kingsbury High School leaders would like to create weekly
activity challenges for their peers.

Teach Active
We ran a Teach Active Workshop for teachers in partnership with
Youth Sport Trust and Teach Active. The workshop looked at
how teachers can make classrooms more active whilst teaching
Maths and English in schools.
“The workshop was inspirational. It was brilliant.”

Coach Education Week
This year again with our strong relationship with London Sport and London Basketball Association
we have been able to offer students throughout the school a range of different accredited leadership courses.
20 Year 12s trained as Volleyball Leaders
18 Year 13s trained as Boccia Leaders
17 Year 8s took part in the Gamesforce Award in Sports Volunteering
25 students from across Brent underwent the Basketball Table Officials
24 students across Brent became Basketball Referees
15 Year 9s took part in Tri Golf Activators training
Website: www.kingsburyhigh.org.uk
Email: school@kingsburyhigh.org.uk
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RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL
Article 29 - Goals of Education

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.
It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents,
their own and other cultures, and the environment.
On our first Excel Day Year 8 have been learning through rights by focusing on charity work and
how they can improve the rights of other people. The day started with an assembly from First Give
on social issues that affect our local area and what social action student can take to help these
local charities. Students spent the rest of the day with their form groups discussing local social issues, researching charities, voting on which charity they wanted to work with and what social action
they want to take to help raise money and awareness of their charity. Students were fully engaged
with the activities and were enthusiastic at the prospect of fundraising and campaigning for their
chosen charities.
Next Excel Day students will be organising their presentations and social action so that they can
compete in the Kingsbury High School final for the chance of winning £1000 for their local charity.

Page 6
Website: www.kingsburyhigh.org.uk
Email: school@kingsburyhigh.org.uk

kingsburyhighschool
@kingsburyhigh

NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 37 - October 2019

Key Dates

31 October			4pm-5pm					Friends and Family Concert
5 November			5pm-7.30pm					Year 7 Settling In Evening
20 November								SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING
5 December			6pm-7pm					Winter Concert
10 December		

5.30pm-8pm 					

18 December								

Year 13 Parents’ Evening
Sixth Form Cabaret

19 December								Last Day of Term

Friends Association
Thank you to all the parents that came in our Friends meeting where guest speaker PC Kerryn
Pears talked about gangs and gang grooming.
You all showed a lot of interest in the Cadets, we are working on something for you so watch this
space. If you haven’t joined our Friends community yet, please do we welcome all of our students’
parents.
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