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Open Evening and Mornings 2019

Thank you to all of the Year 6 and 5 pupils, parents, carers and families that came to our Open Evening. It
was a great pleasure to meet you all and we hope you enjoyed seeing all the great opportunities that KHS
has to offer.
If you missed the Open Evening, but would still like to come to the school, we will host 6 Open Mornings
over the next few weeks. The dates for these are:
Tuesday 1st October
Wednesday 2nd October
Thursday 3rd October
Tuesday 8th October
Wednesday 9th October
Thursday 10th October
They start at 9.30 at our Lower School on Bacon Lane.
You can also contact the school if you have any further questions.
Our full school prospectus is available to download on our school website.
Website: www.kingsburyhigh.org.uk
Email: school@kingsburyhigh.org.uk
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Headteacher’s Welcome
I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter showcasing some of the great
things happening at Kingsbury High School.
This summer I was able to join students celebrating some remarkable GCSE
and A-level results. These results (provisionally) placed the school in the top
20% for progress at GCSE and top 10% for A-level. Many congratulations
to students and staff on these achievements! We wish our out-going Year
13 best wishes on the next phase of their life at university, employment and
beyond.
It was a great honour to be able to join with one of our governors, Sandra
Ernstoff, assisting her in presenting long service awards to two staff in July.
Staff genuinely enjoy working at KHS and it is very rare that colleagues
continue to stay with the same employer for so long. Well done to Peter Goff
and Lisa Barclay (see below)!
I have enjoyed visiting primary partners in ‘Kingsbury Schools Together’
meeting headteachers and young people. We also welcomed many families
to our annual open evening from our feeder primaries and beyond.
Thank you to the parents association (KHS Friends) who organised a meeting to discuss our commitment to UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools. They gave good feedback on how we can develop
this and parents could support. The next meeting is on 10th October at 7pm inTylers Hall.
I want to send my warmest wishes to all our students and families celebrating Navaratri and Dwali
later in October.
If you have any feedback on items in this newsletter or the school more generally I would be very
pleased to hear from you.
Alex Thomas
Headteacher

New Year 12s start the Sixth Form

Almost 240 Year 12s started the Sixth Form on
Monday 9 September. Record number of external students joined the Sixth Form this year.
Year 12 enjoyed a carousel of sessions including advice from former Head Girl, Sara Dehvari,
studying History at the University of Cambridge
about how to be successful in the Sixth Form,
along with a team building exercise, freshers fair
to sign up for opportunities and an opportunity to
meet more alumni to get advice about options at
university and some careers.
Year 12 also signed up for Unifrog, a website to
help with university and apprenticeships options
as well as Pathways CTM, a company who provide a range of opportunities to meet top companies throughout the year during which students
find out about career options.
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Sixth Form Students Out-Perform
National Trend In Gaining Top Grades

Despite the fall in the proportion of A-Level students receiving Grade As this year, down to 25.5%,
Kingsbury High School in the London Borough of Brent, outstripped the national average with 27%
of Sixth Form students achieving grades A*/A. Mr Thomas expressed the feelings of staff and governors in the press release announcing this success as follows:
“Well done to our Year 13 on some fantastic results. Sixty per cent achieved A*- B grades
and 27% achieved A*/A. It is really exciting to see us continue with a large percentage of
top grades and the number of A*-A and Distinction* achieved. Thank you to all our staff and
Kingsbury staff for their hard work in supporting the students receiving results today.
We are delighted with the over 95% moving on to university and the range of destinations
reﬂects the good results and the opportunities Kingsbury has to offer. The Staff and Governors would like to congratulate the students and offer them our best wishes for their futures.”
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High School Musical - Auditions
On Thursday 26 September Kingsbury High School held the auditions for this year’s school production High School Musical. It was great to see the hall buzzing with students from all the year groups,
a fantastic turn out. Each student was asked to act out a scene from the play and those auditioning
for the main characters had to sing an extract from ‘Breaking Free’.
The Schools’ Expressive Art department is thrilled to have so many talented students at Kingsbury
High School and it was great to see them shine. The audition panel had a great time and really enjoyed the afternoon. Students performed to the judging panel consisting of Miss Shovelton, Miss
Eastmond and Mr Cumbers. The talent in the room was outstanding and the judges have been set a
big challenge trying to decide on the parts. The cast will be announced early next week.
Further details about the show will be announced shortly, but this is set to be another exciting year
for the performance students and staff here at Kingsbury High School.

50 Years at KHS

In July we celebrated an incredible 25 years of service from Ms Barclay and the huge achievement of
50 years of service to Mr Goff. Thank you for everything you have done for Kingsbury High School!
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SCHOOL SPORT PARTNERSHIP
NEWS
Year 6s visit us

It was great fun to welcome the current Year 6s from Roe Green Junior School and Oliver Goldsmith
to our Olympic morning with lessons on fencing with QPR Trust, volleyball with Willesden Volleyball
Club, skateboarding with Team Rubicon and basketball with Coach Jenner.
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SCHOOL SPORT PARTNERSHIP
NEWS
Brent Network Meetings
We had a great start to the year organising our annual network meeting with 15 Secondary and
26 Primary schools. This supports the delivery of Primary and Secondary CPD, competitions and
student leadership

Primary colleagues also took part in a Racketpack Teacher Training Course delivered by a Badminton England Tutor. This will allow them to train their students to enter a badminton festival later in
the year.

National Lead School

We are really excited to have been selected as national leads on a number of Youth Sport Trust
programmes again this year. These will allow us to work with and engage a range of school, students currently at Kingsbury High School and prospecting students.

Active in Mind Hub

Working with Secondary Schools in Brent to train 5 leaders from each school as Young Mental
Health Champions, they will then work with students in their schools who maybe struggling with
mental health, engaging them in a range of fun activities but also being a mentor and friend.

Leadership, Coaching and Volunteering
Lead School
This year we have decided to use sports leadership to support young people who are disengaged.
They will be trained as Young Activators and will work with smaller groups of students within their
schools to deliver a 10 week programme of physical activity.

Girls Active

Using the power of leadership and to encourage higher participation and get more girls active in
schools. This year we will be working with 2 secondary schools and their feeder schools to create a
programme to increase activity amongst schools and create links to their secondary schools.

Healthy Lifestyle Champions
8 HLC will work with a group of less active students to deliver a programme planned and run by
them to increase activity amongst the group.

Competition to support Transition Pilot

60% of young people felt overwhelmed when they moved from primary to secondary
school. (Prince’s Trust, 2017)
This pilot will allow us to work with a group of Year 7’s that may need additional support to settle
into the school. We will also look at transition work with Year 6’s coming to us in September 2020
to ensure they are less anxious about the move to secondary school.

FA Girls’ Football School Partnership

Supporting the FA’s aspiration to double girls participation in football by 2020 by delivering student
leadership courses, competition and teacher training
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Key Dates
1,2 3 October

9.30am

Open Mornings

8,9,10 October

9.30am

Open Mornings

10 October

7pm - 8pm

KHSFA Meeting

17 October

10am - 11am

Friends Coffee Morning

18 October

UCAS Deadline

21-25 October

Half Term

31 October

4pm-5pm

20 November

Friends and Family Concert
SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING

Friends Association
Calling out all parents, new and existing, if you would like to get involved in our Friends Association,
and help supporting our school, please contact us via friends@kingsburyhigh.org.uk.
Our next Meeting will take place on Thursday 10 October 2019 from 7pm to 8pm, Tylers Hall.
Our next Coffee Morning will take place on Thursday 17 October so please come and join us then.
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Alumni Feature - Luke Newell
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