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Sixth Form Young Enterprise Team - Wins
West London Final (Brent, Ealing, Harrow,
Hillingdon)

On Wednesday 1 May, the Sixth Form Young Enterprise Team were up against six other teams from top
independent schools and one other state school.
Only one team could win a place to go through to the London Final in June. Hosted at the University of
West London in Ealing, the teams needed to perform exceptionally well as there were no weak links among
the competition: every team had a great stall, engaging presentation and interviewed like seasoned
professionals. However, ‘Iceberg’, the KHS team, had an amazing product: a fun, educational card game
for the classroom to encourage Years 5-7 to consider making better choices when it comes to handling fear,
family, pressure, and insecurities. The judges commented that Iceberg’s product was an original idea that
they had not seen before. Iceberg beat all three teams from North London Collegiate Girls School, both
teams from Norwood College and the team from Latymer Upper School. There was a lot of whooping and
cheering when their team name was announced as Best Company: the winners. They now need to focus on
AS exams or completing BTEC coursework, after which they will respond to the judges feedback and go for
it again on 3 June at HSBC in Canary Wharf.
We will fully support another team 2019-2020: it’s a great Sixth Form competition that dates back 60 years
and KHS has had an amazing record of success...and watching students progress through the various
levels of the competition is a wonderful experience.
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KINGSBURY HIGH SCHOOL:
TWIN CAMPUSES?
A farewell article (with an eye on the future)
from Jeremy Waxman
I am leaving Kingsbury High for the second (and I promise final) time at the
end of this month at what is potentially a very exciting time for the school.
For some years now the governors and leadership have been thinking about
whether there is a better way of organising the school.
We take great pride in our belief that we are family orientated, a big school
with a personal touch, that we place the person before statistics. We want
to achieve for our students the best possible outcomes, of course, and that
includes the grades they need to progress, but that’s not grades for their
own sake – or for the school’s performance. We’re proud of the grades we
achieve – and the progress our students make – but as our PRIDE values
show we know there’s more to school and life than that.
In particular, we want to be a school in which all students are known well by
a number of staff so that they can be looked after as well as is possible.
But we have begun to ask: is our current way of doing things likely to help us
realise this ethos to which we aspire?
We know that the sheer size of the school presents challenges. Feedback from potential parents
suggests that moving from, say, a two form entry primary school to a 12 form entry secondary
seems a huge ask for an 11 year old. The need to commute between the sites for lessons means a
day of three breaks plus a lunchtime: a lot of unstructured time for students to live with.
And although most of our children conduct themselves very well, year groups of 336 do present
challenges for behaviour management: we must acknowledge that.
So, we have been wondering about a different way.
Currently we organise the school like this:
Tylers Croft (T) 					

Now
Year 7: 336
Year 8: 336
Year 9: 336
TOTAL: 1008

Kingsbury (K)

Now
Year 10:
336
Year 11:
336
Sixth Form: 400
TOTAL:
1072
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But it could be like this:
Tylers Croft (T) 					

Year 7: 168
Year 8: 168
Year 9: 168
Year 10: 168
Year 11: 168
Some Sixth Form lessons taught in T

Kingsbury (K)

Year 7: 168
Year 8: 168
Year 9: 168
Year 10: 168
Year 11: 168
Sixth Form lessons still mainly taught in K

We would still be one Kingsbury High School, with a common ethos, curriculum and policies but
with “twin” campuses, each catering for the whole age range.
There would still be one main Sixth Form centre, though some Sixth Form teaching would take
place in T.
The benefits of the idea would be:
•
•
•
•
•

More togetherness and community feel within the campus
Less commuting
Students better known by the adults on their campus
More opportunities for student leadership and role modelling
Opportunity to bring in a house system

A “house” groups together students from different year groups under the care of a Head of House.
They are still taught with their own age group but are part of a bigger family in the school. It makes
for better working with families: by grouping siblings within the same house, a Head of House can
develop a closer relationship with each family. It creates opportunities for competition in school and
the expectation that Sixth Formers are involved with the lower years. Opportunities are created for
the use of different colours, badges and rewards.
It would all be a big change and we would only do it if we were sure it would make the experience
of students at the school better. It would take a lot of planning and the Governors and Mr Thomas
will take the idea forward to see if and when it will be put into place.
To finish with, let me repeat what I said when I wrote to parents last time I left! In my view there is
no more important role in English education than that of the Headship of Kingsbury High. There
are equally important ones, of course, but to be Headteacher of this vibrant London school of over
2000 students, with its dedicated staff including some 130 teachers, in my view matters every bit as
much as being, say, Head of Eton College or of a leading grammar school, indeed probably more
so. Kingsbury High has given me the opportunity to work with your wonderful children and there
is nothing I would rather have done for the past nine years than to lead this hugely inspiring – and
potentially great – school. Thank you for your support over the years and I wish you and your family
all the very best for the future.
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MINISTER OF STATE CONGRATULATES
KHS ON LANGUAGES GCSES
KHS has been honoured to received a letter from the Minister of State regarding our outstanding
GCSEs in languages.
79% of students have entered a language GCSE in 2018, putting KHS in the top 14% of all state
funded mainstream secondary schools in the country.
A fantastic result thanks to all our great students and staff.
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BP ULTIMATE STEM CHALLENGE

Rutvi Shah, Vrinda Parekh, Sarah Shareef and Sanaa Kabir
joined together to create Team Ecolife for this year’s
National STEM competition 2019 following a activity on a
Science Excel day in January. Kingsbury was one of eleven
schools selected to make it through to the final from over 250.

Team Ecolife created an invention called the ALL-IN-ONE
RECYCLER which reached the BP Ultimate Stem Challenge
Finals. This took place on Monday the 13 May 2019. The idea
was to create a machine that would be able to separate waste
into sections using infrared scanners to scan the
temperatures of each item to be sorted into categories.
Each member, contributed into presenting their ideas to a panel of expert judges from industry. Rutvi
Shah 8B created an animation that showed how the invention would be like in everyday life. Vrinda
Parekh 8B made the PowerPoint Presentation that was shown in the Finals. Sarah Shareef 8K
presented the steps we took in making a prototype. We all created an amazing prototype
showcasing their idea.
Mr Waxman who went to watch them in the final at the Science Museum commented that the
girls ‘’competed well against students from independent and grammar schools.’’

2019 EPQ PRESENTATIONS

The 2019 EPQ presentations saw students set up displays in the Sixth Form Centre and deliver
talks to Year 9 HPQ students (who were a fantastic and enthusiastic audience) and then their
supervisors on the results of their work this year.
EPQ projects covered a wide array of topics from a thoroughly well researched examination of the
political justification of the Modi Government’s Beef ban by Heer Trivedi to Grzegorz Grzesiak
compelling historical evaluation on what were the most significant factors in the partitioning of
Poland.
Students have worked exceptionally hard to gather and explore a wide range of sources to complete
their projects with some, such as Yash Patel, collecting a significant set of primary data. Leading
Yash to conclude that although many people cite ethics as an important factor in how they view
brands when it came to purchasing decisions it was not as important as other factors (such as
price). Zainab Jalali spoke very confidently (her careful preparation and practice event to all) on the
interplay and entanglement of Afghan culture and religious tradition. A group of 5 Year 9 boys
huddled round a table transfixed by Issa Jewett who effortless spoke in the most incredible detail
about his research findings into a failed military operation during WW2. Shannon Martindale
blended a love of History and Sociology into a particular area of interest of hers on entertainment
and class. Zubeyda demonstrated superb resolve, changing how she would deliver her presentation
based on her practice run and delivering a commanding performance on the power of experimental
poetry. Truly inspirational work from a cohort of highly dedicated students.
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YEAR 11 LEAVERS ASSEMBLY
On Friday 10 May, Year 11 students attended a final assembly before their GCSE examinations
commenced.
The day started with traditional shirt signings in their classes followed by the Leavers Assembly in the
School Hall. The occasion was filled with a mixture of sentiments as the students were taken through
their five years at Kingsbury High School. Students took to the floor to thank their form tutors and then
after some musical performances, they were given a send off full of emotion by their Year Leader, Helen
Snow.
At KHS we take pride in celebrating this important moment in their lives, confident that they are ready
and able to take the next step. I look forward to their future with a great sense of optimism, and wish
Year 11 good health, happiness and every success.
Special thanks go to Daniella for her slideshow presentation, and to Tia, Cody, Harshita, Nikini,
Dhanish, Yathavan and Maaran for their musical performances, along with Priscalla, Andrada, Angel,
Joy, Layla and Daniella for their dance performance which got the audience out of their seats!
We wish all our Year 11s the very best for their exams and their future.
Sandip Das
Stage Leader
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YEAR 11 EVENING OF ACHIEVEMENT
The Year 11 Evening of Achievement is designed to
give us an opportunity to recognise the tremendous
amount of effort and commitment our Year 11
students have applied to all aspects of school life
over the past two years in the Examination Stage.
It was a very difficult job for the teachers to decide
who to nominate from a Year group with so many
diligent students, and Kingsbury High School is
fortunate to have such well motivated, trustworthy
and courteous students who manage to fulfil their
potential. This is only made possible by the
continued support of both parents and staff.
145 students were nominated by various
faculties, with the awards reflecting the KHS
values of PRIDE- Personal Excellence, Respect
and Friendship, Inspiration, Determination and
Courage and Equality.
Musical entertainment was a vocal performance
by Harshita Maru, Cody Pereira and Tia Valji, and
the evening culminated with the presentation of the
Headteacher’s Gold, Silver and Bronze awards for
Student of the Year to Riya Shah, Amber Calleja
and Dhanish Patel.
Upper School Princes Avenue Kingsbury London NW9 9JR
Lower School Bacon Lane Kingsbury London NW9 9AT
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KHS STUDENTS VISIT CAPGEMINI

In March Capgemini hosted three young ladies studying their A levels at KHS as part of our celebrations
for International Women’s Day and National Apprenticeship Week. The article below was written by
Michelle Perkins, HR Director at Capgemini.
‘’It’s really wonderful to get great feedback from them, but truth be told, I think we probably enjoyed
creating the day and spending it with them even more than they did. There’s always something
refreshing and inspiring about seeing yourself through someone else’s eyes. So, a big thank you to
KHS for helping us create a day for these young ladies and trusting us to do so!
Here are their stories….
Arezo
“Having the opportunity to visit Capgemini for an insight day and learn more about the corporate world
was a valuable and enlightening experience. As a sixth form student, unsure about their future, it was
reassuring to hear about the experiences and advice of the staff and how everyone mentioned that not
knowing your path and changing your mind is completely valid, which is something I tend to forget.
One of the many highlights of the day was meeting the different people and learning about the
differences and similarities of their daily work. Furthermore, the day made me realise of the reality of
working for such a company which differed from the perspective I had built in my head, which didn’t
include the fun personality of the employees or the incredible company values. The day left me feeling
inspired and sad that it had ended so soon but the reassuring advice along with the amazing
personalities of the staff and wonderful values of the company won’t be so easily forgotten.”
Vaishnavi
“Being able to visit Capgemini and receive an insight into the corporate world was truly an invaluable
experience for me. Since I see myself working at such a company in the future, I found the whole
experience very interesting and informative.
Previously, I had turned a blind eye to the idea of apprenticeships due to the fact that I had mainly been
exposed to the university path. As someone who is part of the first generation in my family to get a good
education, and to then hopefully get a well paying job, I had always thought that university was the only
way to achieve what my parents expect from me.
Thank you, Michelle Perkins, Chandni Patel, Susan MacKenzie, Aghogho Akponah, Alex Blake and
Stephanie Bishop. Thank you for taking the time to spend time with us – we really appreciate it. They
inspired me and made it so that I was even more passionate about joining the technology field. I would
love to visit again – maybe I’ll apply to Capgemini in the future.‘’
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FRIENDS AND FAMILY CONCERT
We held our last highly successful Friends and
Family Concert of this year.
We had a range of performances from soloists
which included among other instruments guitar,
violin and vocals followed by great excitement in
the room when our KHS orchestra also stepped
up onto the stage. The quality of all of the performances was outstanding, our best Friends and
Family Concert to date.
Please join us on Thursday 27 June for the
Summer Concert.

FAMILY FESTIVAL

On Tuesday 14 May we held another Year 3
family festival at Kingsbury High School.
Over 200 pupils attended the event from Oliver
Goldsmith, Fryent, Kingsbury Green & St.
Robert Southwell schools. The children took
part in a carousel of activities which aim to
develop their fundamental movement skills of
agility, balance & co-ordination.
All of the activities were led by a group of forty
Year 8 students who had previously completed
the ‘Games Force Award in Sport
Volunteering’ course which was organised by
the School Sports Partnership. This festival
gave them an excellent opportunity to put those
skills into practice and they did a fantastic job!

GIRLS ACTIVE HULA WORKSHOP
Students involved in the ‘Girls Active’
programmes this year were invited to attend
a hula hooping workshop with Carla Rose, a
qualified HulaFit instructor.
Students learned the basics of how to spin and
maintain a hula around the waist and then
progressed onto harder tricks and skills
throughout the session.
The Year 7 students that attended the
workshop had just finished completing their
‘activity logs’. These were introduced to try and
encourage them to complete the ‘60 minutes
a day’ target set by the chief medical officer.
All of the girls achieved this for the 5 weeks
preceding the workshop.
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SCHOOL SPORT PARTNERSHIP
NEWS
Senior Volleyball
We have begun to make good links with external
organisations providing sporting opportunities in Brent. Our
relationship with Willesden Volleyball Club has grown this
year with us offering a Senior competition. We had good
interest for the first year, with 5 teams from 3 schools taking
part and we hope to grow on this next year! All participants on
the back of this have been invited to the club trials at which a
borough team will be selected for the London Youth Games.

Brent Year 3/4 Cross Country

80 young runners across Brent joined us for the Brent
Year 3/4 Cross Country. We have some really strong
runners in Brent who compete nationally, but this is a
great event to give every runner a chance to take part.
Schools bought with them not only their strongest
runners but also those that could run the distance
without stopping giving those that don’t usually get
selected to take part in school team a lovely opportunity
to compete against other schools. It was a lovely event,
enjoyed by staff and participants despite the downpour
of hailstones.

Panathlon - Deaf/HI Boccia
We took 5 of our TCR students to the Copperbox
where they supported Leaders from Cambridge
Regional College to communicate through sign to the
participants at the Panathlon Boccia Competition.
They grew in confidence over the morning with some
even taking on more roles as the games went on.
We also took the group of students we have been
supporting at Kingsbury Green to the event, they did
really well in their group missing out on the
quarterfinals by one point. Both leaders and
participants were buzzing on the journey back after a
memorable day at a National Stadium!

Active Play through Storytelling
Active Play through Storytelling is a programme developed by the Youth Sport Trust targeting girls
who enjoy activity but struggling with English and confidence in a classroom environment. Last term
Mr Card went into 3 schools to deliver a 6 week programme with a group of selected girls. They all
really enjoyed the programme and have highlighted the girls have been more engaged in lessons
after the sessions!
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SCHOOL SPORT PARTNERSHIP
NEWS
Girls Active Activity Logs
As part of the Youth Sport Trust, Girls Active Programme we have been involved in for about 5
years, this year we designed an activity log. All Year 7 girls where given a log in which they had to
record their activity levels by mindfully colouring in a weekly sheet. The target was to complete 420
active minutes over the week, ideally 60 minutes a day in line with the Chief Medical Officer
guidelines. As a reward for completing the logs a group or Year 7 girls were invited to take part in a
hula hoop workshop, where they learnt some hula hooping tricks.

Girls Active Camp
We sent two Sixth Form leaders to a Girls Active Camp run and organised by the Youth Sport
Trust over the Easter break. Both girls thoroughly enjoyed the experience and came back having
made some friendships. They said initially it was daunting and they felt nervous and reserved on
day one, but once they got to know others in their groups it was really enjoyable and they learnt a
lot from the experience.

Beyond the Baseline & Year 3/4 Mini Red
Tennis
Alex Slabinsky (Ex GB tennis professional)
visited the school over a number of weeks
to work with a group of Year 9 students who
have been working hard to complete their
Leadership and Volunteering Passports.
He taught them all they needed to know
about running a tennis competition. The
group then ran the Brent Year 3/4 competition for 8 schools from across Brent. Maple
Walk from the South of the borough won
the competition and will progress through
to the LYG finals in July.

Tri Golf
Another group of Year 9’s who also completed their passports were invited to run the Brent Tri Gold
event. The delivered a rotation of golf activities to two of our partnership schools. Both leaders and
participants did well, with Byron Court finishing with most points progressing to the LYG finals in July.

Panathlon
Our partnership with Panathlon continued this year with another successful event taking place at
Oakington Manor, Sixth Form leaders were joined by two TCR students to lead the activities. We
had a total of 8 teams from across Brent competing. We continue to grow on the relationships with
Kingsbury Green SEND unit who attended this competition for the first time in 1st place. They will go
through to the Panathlon West London event next month.
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ALUMNI FEATURE - Luke Newell
This term we had the pleasure to chat to Luke Newell.
Here is what he had to say about his days at KHS and more.

I was at KHS from 2007 to 2011 then sixth form 2012

to 2013.

My favourite memory of my days at KHS...

Probably the casual strolls in Sixth Form during lunch to the
high street.

Since leaving KHS... I went to study computer games
programming (Bsc) at De Montfort University.

My biggest achievement ... besides getting a 1st,
I’m super proud of landing my dream job at one of the
biggest game companies in the UK, Codemasters, making
F1 video games.
My advice to current KHS students is.... don’t

limit your imagination to what awaits you after your school
days. These are the years when you must believe anything
is possible!

My next goal...... Don’t let failure get you down,
everyone has to fail to do better.

KEY DATES
3 June 2019					Start of Term
11 June 2019					Year 9 Parents’ Evening
20 June 2019
			Year 11 Prom
27 June 2019				
Year 12 UCAS Parents’ Evening
27 June 2019				Summer Concert
1 July 2019 				Year 13 Awards Evening
9 July 2019 				
Year 8 Graduation
10 July 2019 				
Year 7 and 9 Evening of Achievement
12 July 2019 				
Sports Day
16 July 2019 				
New to Year 7 Induction Evening
17 July 2019 				
Sports Awards
19 July 2019 				
End of Term - Students
22/23 July 2019				
Staff Training Day
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