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A Double Dose of Downing Street

Some Highlights from the day:
Mohammad El-Gendi
English Language A, Religious Studies A, Extended
Project Qualifiaction A*
Next Step - Law at UCL
Biggest Inspiration
“Teachers. Always the teachers. The support they
have given me has been amazing. They provided
me all the help I needed from start to finish. They
always found extra time to help me during lunch,
breaks and half term to mark my endless stream of
papers and essays.”
Zoe Yerolemou
Economics A, Maths B, History B, Politics A*
Next Step - Law at Nottingham
Biggest Inspiration
“Mr. Mitchell in Politics and friends – Jayna,
Radhika, Mitisha, Vishalee.”
Dhaval Shah
Maths A*, Economics A*, EPQ A*, Further Maths A,
Physics A
Next Step - Economics at Warwick
Biggest Inspiration
“Being Head Boy, I found inspiration from all areas
of Kingsbury High including sport, music, academic
and community, but my biggest inspiration was Mr.
Mitchell who always had time to support me.”
Natasha Mutungi
English Language B, Religious Studies B, Sociology
A*
Next Step - Philosophy at Sheffield
Biggest Inspiration
“My Dad and Mum. Here’s my story – I lost my dad
during December last year and during my exams
I was grieving and constantly giving up. But the
belief that my dad had in me kept me going. I just
wanted to make him and my Mum proud.”

Kingsbury High School students were selected to
visit Downing Street twice in as many weeks for two
separate events.
On Thursday 17th September 18 students were
invited to line Downing Street to cheer on the
Rugby World Cup Trophy Tour - the trophy’s last
stop before heading to the opening ceremony at
Twickenham Stadium.
Students met David Cameron before Martin
Johnson, former England rugby captain, and
Maggie Alphonsi, England Women’s rugby player,
arrived with the Webb Ellis cup.
Students enjoyed ruby coaching sessions in
Downing Street and in the back garden of
Number 10, where they were closely filmed and
photographed by news teams. The footage was
broadcast on the national news that evening.
Kingsbury High School student and school Rugby
Ambassador, Sayed -Ali Hadadi, said “The whole
day was packed with excitement and to have the
ability to say that you have played rugby in the
back garden of 10 Downing Street is just amazing.
The day was topped off brilliantly by meeting
Martin Johnson, an ex-rugby legend.”
After all of their hard work, students were invited in
to Number 10 for sandwiches and cake.
A week later another set of Kingsbury High School
students represented the charity, Send My Friend
to School and were invited to Downing Street
to deliver and help raise a flag representing
Partnerships for the Goals - one of the 17 new UN
Global Goals for Sustainable Development. This
is the first time that a non-government campaign
flag has ever flown at Number 10.
The raising of the 17 flags is part of the campaign
to Tell Everyone about the Global Goals - a
campaign founded by Richard Curtis, which aims
to reach seven billion people in seven days.
Kingsbury High School student Able Kpogho said
“Coming together as one to raise the flag was
amazing as it’s a rare opportunity to enter 10
Downing Street.”
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Message from Mr Waxman

Students go Beyond the Baseline

Dear parents, carers and members of our
community,

On Thursday 10th September 2015 Wimbledon
provided the inspirational backdrop as the Tennis
Foundation and Youth Sport Trust announced a
three year partnership to extend an exciting social
change programme, Beyond the Baseline, to 150
secondary schools and 1,500 young people over
the next three years.

Welcome to the first of our half-termly newsletters
from this academic year. There’s much in this
edition which reflects the achievements of our
students – the GCSE results day photos, the
highlights from A Level results day and the return of
our successful alumni.
There’s one piece of excellent news we received
recently which puts all those grades in context.
Provisional performance information from the
government shows that our students made on
average nearly half a grade better progress at
GCSE (0.47 to be precise) from their starting points
than did students on average nationally. That’s
quite an achievement and shows that the school
definitely “adds value” to our students’ education.
It has been good to see so many of you at the
various information evenings we have put on for
each year group: these sessions are a particularly
important feature of our school, pointing the way
ahead for the academic year and putting you in
the picture as to how you can support your son or
daughter’s progress.
A highlight of the term has been the fabulous PE
evening of achievement which took place in early
October. We had a former professional footballer,
Christian Roberts, as our special guest who was
able to talk to the students about what it takes to
fulfil your goals in sport. It’s great to see so many
of our students receiving awards for participation,
excellence and leadership in sport.
We’ve already had our first Excel Day this term
– with another to come just before the half-term
holiday. Year 7s are getting a particularly good
deal from our enrichment curriculum during this
period – going on trips to central London on the
first Excel Day and being off to Quinta next week.
Thank you for all of your support, as always.
Students succeed at school when home, school
and student are all pulling in the same direction,
something which happens for most students, for
most of the time, I’m pleased to say.
Jeremy Waxman
Headteacher
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Kingsbury High School students were involved
in the first year of the programme which saw
Paralympic Wheelchair tennis player, Louise Hunt,
visit Kingsbury High over three sessions to mentor
and coach students selected for the programme.
To mark the end of a successful year and to
announce the extension of Beyond the Baseline,
two Kingsbury High School Year 10 students,
Jaysal Halai and Ria Tanna, along with students
from other schools, were invited to a special
celebration at the All England Lawn Tennis Club.
The invited guests, who also included Beyond the
Baseline mentors and dignitaries from the Tennis
Foundation, Wimbledon and Youth Sports Trust,
heard about the benefits of the programme,
followed by lunch and a tour of Wimbledon.
Geoff Newton, Executive Director of the Tennis
Foundation, said “Beyond the Baseline is a groundbreaking programme that demonstrates the power
of tennis to improve the lives of young people
across Great Britain.”
Ali Oliver, Chief Executive Officer at the Youth Sport
Trust, said “This is a truly inspirational programme,
using the power of sport to change these young
people’s lives for the better. Beyond the Baseline
is a great way to help young people reach their
potential both on and off the court.”
At Thursday’s event Jaysal and Ria were called
up to the stage to be interviewed by Sky Sports
Presenter, Jane Dougall. Ria said “The best part of
Beyond the Baseline was learning all the leadership
skills for leading primary school students and then
actually putting all of it into practice.
“It was inspirational listening to Louise and hearing
her story. She didn’t let being in a wheelchair stop
her from following her dreams.”
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Slambassadors

Alumni Day 2105

Towards the end of the Summer term a number of
Kingsbury High School students participated in the
Slambassadors spoken word poetry program run
by The Poetry Society.

The Year 12 induction process carried on two
excellent traditions at the start of the new
academic year: visits from 30 alumni to inspire
and motivate the “next generation” of Sixth Form
students; and an introductory programme devised
by the Head Boy, Head Girl and Prefect Team,
to welcome the new Sixth Formers and pass on
wisdom from their own experiences. We were also
delighted to host Michelle Perkins, of technology
firm Capgemini, who talked to the students about
some exciting opportunities with that business,
including apprenticeships that some of our
students have secured in recent years; and to
introduce singer/songwriter Sheena Evans, a former
student, who performed some very well-received
tracks from her soon-to-be released EP.

Students took part in 2 days of workshops run by
London-based spoken word poet and playwright
Deanna Rodger where they were led through
a number of dynamic writing exercises before
composing their own poems on the topic of
‘Identity’. After writing and editing their work,
participants were given time to rehearse before
performing them to camera. The resulting video
clips show their accomplishments and are
available to view on the Poetry Society YouTube
channel.
The energy, dedication and creativity shown by
our students was inspiring. Deanna reported that
the work produced at Kingsbury high was some of
the most interesting and diverse work she has seen
on this program.
Following the workshops three of our students
were selected to represent Kingsbury High at a
showcase of poetry that took place at The Arts
Theatre in the West End. The response of our
students to this challenge was inspiring. Zahra
Shaikh, La-Shay Green and Basmah Mohamed
performed with great confidence and were well
received by an audience of their peers, mentors
and teachers, that included students from
Wembley High, Haverstock School and number of
other London schools.
Students requested further opportunities to
develop their writing and performance including
a request to set up a Spoken Word club at the
school.
All the participants are now entered into the
National Youth Poetry Slam where they will be
offered the opportunity to develop their work
further as well the chance to perform their work
at the Royal Festival Hall as part of the UK’s largest
and longest running youth poetry competition.
Thank you to all the students and staff who
participated in and supported this program.
Thanks also to Chris Beschi for the words and to
Hayley Madden for the photography.

Michelle said “I was so amazed by not just the
achievements of the alumni students, but their
fondness for Kingsbury, their individuality and their
confidence in talking to a crowd. It was a really
great event.”
Sheena added “There’s nothing like returning to a
place that remains unchanged to see the ways in
which you yourself have altered. Visiting Kingsbury
High and walking the same hallways that were
once my second home was a bizarre feeling,
especially after so many years. Then being able
to not only perform for the new sixth formers, but
also to hopefully inspire is something I don’t take
for granted. Having been sat in their position some
time ago, I understand how pivotal this time is for
the students, and if any budding musicians were
thinking ‘could they?’ I hope I’m proof enough to
ensure ‘they can!’. And for those on a completely
different path I hope to have delivered a warm
welcome.”
As a result of this event, a former student has
set up a LinkedIn networking group for alumni,
we are holding an alumni-led UCAS/Personal
Statement surgery and another former student has
offered Year 12 students an opportunity to attend
an outreach day at global consultancy firm,
Accenture. We are very grateful for the support we
receive from our alumni and delighted to maintain
links with them as they make their way in the world.
Further alumni information can be found on our
school website and on our alumni features page
on our school blog.
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Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre

On Thursday 17th September 15 Year 9 and 15 Year
10 Drama students went to see Lord of the Flies at
the Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre.

Thanks to Bruce Viveash for the photography.

Alumni Feature - Ahsan Wahedi

Progress Leader, Cresta Hurt who secured the
funding for the trip said “The students were a
pleasure to take out of school and really enjoyed
the set and the performance. They were able
to see how they could transfer what they had
witnessed into their own work back at school
which will hopefully mean that they are refreshed,
energised and inspired.”

Alumni Feature Continued
rewarding.
“In university, I met students from all over the world
and interacted with leading researchers. There is
just so much to learn and experience. I was able
to take up opportunities such as volunteering,
mentoring, working as an outreach ambassador
and representing the Engineering Faculty.

“I came to Kingsbury High School hoping to
undertake A-levels. I found the Sixth Form to be the
ideal place for my studies due to interaction with
likeminded students and some fantastic teachers.
In Year 12, the head teacher asked me what
would be my next step after Sixth Form. I told him
that I would like to do Civil Engineering at UCL and
so it happened.
“Although, the tripling of the tuition fees in 2012
almost deterred me from attending university, I
obtained a scholarship and part time job. Being
the first generation in my family to attend university
made it a challenging experience but also
web
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“Civil Engineering is so broad, it allowed me to
utilize the subjects I was taught in school such as
maths, science and geography. In my second
year I was fortunate to get an internship with
my dream company, Arup, which is a leading
international engineering designer. I worked on
major projects such as Canary Wharf buildings, an
underground tunnel of national significance and
luxury residential spaces. I plan to do my masters,
thanks to another scholarship from UCL and then
join Arup again. I aspire to become a leader in the
engineering industry God-willing.
“My advice to students is that hard work pays off
at the end. I would like to share a famous quote
from one of my role models, ‘Happy is the one who
avoids hardships, but how fine is the one who is
afflicted and shows endurance’. It may be that our
aspirations are challenging but through patience
we achieve them.”
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