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Alumni Day 2014

FIRST® LEGO® League

On Friday 5th September 2014, the school was
thrilled to welcome back around 40 of its former
students to inspire the new Year 12 students
during their induction day. The oldest member
of the panel left the school in the late 1960s and
the youngest members have just completed
their A levels. Visitors included Oxbridge lawyers,
economists and astrophysicists; professional
insolvency practitioners, lawyers, housing
managers and law enforcement officers;
undergraduates and postgraduates of a range
of degree courses; and apprentices in nursing
care and mechanics. Aside from sharing thoughts,
experiences and advice, the former students
had time to mix with our current students so that
questions could be asked informally.

Students at Kingsbury High School have been busy
preparing to compete in FIRST LEGO League (FLL).
Every lunchtime the students attend a technology
club, run by Mr Carver, where they practise FFL’s
core values.
So far, students have worked together to assemble
very complex models and challenges. They now
have only one month to design and engineer a
robot and will then be competing against other
schools from across the country.

Odd Jobs for Save the Children

We were delighted, in addition, to welcome one
of ‘The Independent’ newspaper’s School Leavers
of the Year, Melissa Calleja, a Supply Chain and
Logistics Manager for restaurant chain, ‘Pret a
Manger’, who had chosen to go into work after
Kingsbury High rather than take the university route;
Claire Jamieson, who has developed a highly
successful managerial career with a pub restaurant
chain; and Norman Womuhai who has set up his
own non-profit organisation called ‘Aim Big Think
Bang’ to encourage and motivate young people
to engage in volunteering and extracurricular
activities.

During July a group of 10 Year 9 (now Year 10)
students decided to get together to raise money
for Save the Children.

Norman said “I am in a position where I have been
successful thanks to the support given to me at
school, so it was important to me to attend the
Alumni Day to help my younger Kingsbury peers.”

The students asked for small donations in return for
assisting their peers and teachers with tasks around
the school; helping out at home; and supporting
members of the local community with odd jobs.

Year 12 student, Zaki Hassan, said “I thought the
Alumni Day was wonderful. It helped me get some
insight on how to search for a career and how to
utilise my time in the Sixth Form.”

The volunteers pooled their hard earned funds
together to reveal a grand total of £311.29 (£389.11
with gift-aid). Congratulations to all involved.
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Gold Club Status

Message from Mr Waxman

Dear parents, carers and members of the
community,
This is the first newsletter of the year – and what a
start to the year we have to report!
We came back to the best A level results our
students have ever achieved, with 61% of scripts
graded at A*, A or B, bettering the previous high
water mark of 58% in 2012.
GCSE results are hovering tantalisingly between 69
and 70% five A*-C including English and Maths, a
high standard amidst a slightly uncertain national
picture.
Away from the numbers, what’s important is the
happiness of each individual student and the
passport their results give them to the next stage
of their education. There were certainly some very
happy young people around on our results days.
And then, two weeks into term, Ofsted called – at
12.05 on Monday 15th September. Fifty-three hours
later and we were confirmed as a “good” school
in Ofsted terms, something we are very pleased
about. We know we’ve further to go before we
can claim to be “outstanding” and the Ofsted
verdict has therefore carried credibility as well as
bringing satisfaction.
We have this term been implementing the staffing
restructure I wrote about in the previous newsletter.
You will be interested in the changes we have
made to our pastoral and special needs teams,
each of which now have a greater variety of
specialised staff. For example we now employ
a qualified social worker as Student Support
Leader and our pastoral staff now form a new
Student Development Faculty which is on a par
with our academic faculties. Their first big success
was a training day which highlighted issues of
safeguarding for all staff and covered issues such
as counselling, child protection, radicalisation and
female genital mutilation. Special Needs has been
transformed by the employment of care workers,
specialist LSAs and by the use of teachers to
provide support across the curriculum.
I hope you and your children have had a great
start to the academic year and I look forward to
seeing you at one of our many events for parents.
Jeremy Waxman OBE

Kingsbury High School has been awarded Gold
Club status under a scheme set up by the Mayor
of London, Boris Johnson, to recognise exceptional
schools in the capital. The Gold Club is part of
the Mayor’s ambition to help drive up standards
and raise attainment for all schoolchildren
wherever they live in the capital and regardless of
background.
The Gold Club celebrates schools that are
achieving academic success with all their
pupils, in particular those where they may be
disadvantaged or be affected by circumstances
that could have an impact on their learning. The
aim is to inspire others in London to strive for similar
academic success and offer them the chance
to learn the best practice in the classroom of the
Gold Club schools.
The Mayor of London Boris Johnson said
“Congratulations to Kingsbury High School and
all the other schools that have been recognised
by our Gold Club programme. The Gold Club is
based on the belief that all schools can aspire
to attain excellence for all their pupils, whatever
their circumstances. I see Gold Club schools as
exemplars because they enable terrific results for
all their young people”.
Chair of Governors, Georgina Bondzi-Simpson and
Parent Governor, Jag Minhas, attended a Gold
Club Awards Ceremony at City Hall and said “It
was a privilege to represent our school at City Hall,
where we proudly received an award for being in
the very top tier of secondary schools for delivering
trend-breaking performance in the academic
progress of our students.
“Our admission into this exclusive club celebrates
the fantastic efforts of all of our students, staff
and parents who’ve been able to prove that
circumstance is no barrier to fulfilling student
aspirations and driving exceptional progress in
student’s performance, as well as the achievement
of excellent results. Receiving the award represents
a big ‘well done and congratulations’ to all of our
school’s community for all the great work in doing
just that!
We will fully embrace our participation in the
London School’s Gold Club scheme because it
involves making a commitment for our excellent
staff to share the ‘secrets’ of our success.”
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A Kingsburian Farewell

Friends of Kingsbury High School

A reflection on the last day of term by Nigel
Jamieson

Parents/carers at Kingsbury High School are very
much part of our school community and, as such,
automatically gain membership to our parent
teacher association known as Friends of Kingsbury
High School.

“With clear instructions that all leavers MUST attend
a meeting 10 minutes after pupils were dismissed
for the summer holidays, we gathered in the lower
school library with a slight feeling of trepidation.
After a glass of bubbly and some delightful
canapés we were addressed by Georgina (Chair
of Governors) who spoke movingly and kindly
about our service to the school. As the meeting
concluded we were summoned to the T Hall with
instructions that Mr Slater and I were to lead the
group. What on earth was going on?
As we turned onto the curved corridor towards the
hall, the corridor exploded into noise as pupils lined
both sides of the corridor; smiling, cheering and
clapping as we proceeded towards the hall. As we
were swept into the hall it was deeply moving to
see all our colleagues standing, offering an ovation
as we were escorted to our seats at the back of
the hall.

Members can volunteer as much or as little as they
like whether it be organising fundraising events;
helping at school events; or joining discussion
groups.
If you have any suggestions and/or would like to
get more involved, please contact Pamela Muir
pamela.muir@kingsburyhigh.org.uk

A Twist in the Tale

With friends and colleagues seated on three sides
of the hall and an empty platform at the front,
it became clear that we were part of a leaving
ceremony for our final farewell. In groups and as
individuals we were called to the platform with
very kind words and anecdotes presented by the
Head. A card to commemorate the event and
an entire brochure summarising each leaver’s
contribution to KHS were deeply touching gestures.
The walk through the smiling and in some cases
tear stained faces was an experience and to make
any meaningful sound into a microphone was
probably one of the most challenging moments
of our careers. With lump in throat and tear in eye
we did our best to say our farewells but after up
to 38 years of building relationships, how could we
ever do justice to softening this departure? Through
funny anecdotes, emotional memories and even
a sing-along we made our farewells, but like family
members emigrating to the other side of the world
we all knew that life would never be quite the
same. Kingsbury will set sail into the future in the
care of its new crew members and will thrive whilst
those who leave will start new lives away from this
family but all will remember the school with pride
and very fond memories. Bon Chance and Bon
Voyage!”

Talented writers at Kingsbury High School have had
their stories published in a national anthology.
The book is the result of a competition
encouraging young people to engage in creative
writing.
The anthology will be available in the lower school
library and will also be held at The British Library.
Adam Badawy said “I’ve been to the British Library
a few times and I’ve seen how big it is, so I was
really surprised when I heard the book was going
to be held there. It’s quite a big honour.”
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STEM Day 2014

Countdown to the Rugby World Cup 2015

On the 8th and 15th of July 2014, former students,
who are now working or training in the Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
industries, were invited back to speak to current
students.
Former students spoke to students from Years 7 & 8
to share ideas about what inspired and enthused
them to follow STEM routes at A level and beyond.
Mr Cumbers said “Each had their own tales to
tell. We were very grateful to them for their freely
given time to support their own science teachers in
spreading the word about STEM and the wonderful
opportunities it can hold.”

Newly appointed School Rugby Ambassadors
did Kingsbury High School proud on Friday 26th
September when they ran a Rugby World Cup
2015 ‘One Year to Go’ event for local primary
schools.

Alumni Feature

Alumni Feature Continued

The School Rugby Ambassador Programme is
being delivered by Kingsbury High School Sports
Partnership; with the Rugby Football Union (RFU)
and the Youth Sports Trust.
The event which took place at Willesden Sports
Centre promoted rugby, the RFU values and the
Rugby World Cup 2015. #RWC2015

Architecture services to the school. He says
“Architecture is a little like Marmite – either you love
it or hate it. To be honest it is something I still have
not decided, but without doubt, studying the built
environment makes you realise the sheer impact
the environment around you has on everyday life.
“It is very important for me to give back to
Kinsgbury High School. I simply would not be in
the position I am in today without the education
and guidance that I have received from staff at
the school. They have been truly inspirational. I
encourage my peers to do the same and give
back to the school in some way.”
Since leaving Kingsbury High School in 2007, Bharat
has become an Alumnus at Central St Martins
(FDA Art & Architecture); The Oxford School of
Architecture (BA (Hons) Architecture RIBA part
1); and the Cass Faculty of Art, Architecture and
Design (Post Graduate Prof. Dip Architecture part
2).
Bharat has worked at several noteworthy design
institutions as well as managing his own company
offering services for the domestic market.
Bharat has recently been in touch with Kingsbury
High School to volunteer his professional
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